

Adopted 10/24/17



Introduced by Council President Brosche and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, R. Brown, Anderson, Morgan, Wilson and Newby: 

RESOLUTION 2017-710-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING PAMELA Y. PAUL ON THE OCCASION OF HER 80TH BIRTHDAY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Pamela Yardley Paul was born in New York City, New York on October 11, 1937, and grew up in Darien, Connecticut, the daughter of an industrial manufacturer; she earned her bachelor’s degree at Bennett College; and


WHEREAS, in 1958 she married Robert H. Paul and in 1959 moved to Jacksonville and, continuing her engagement with the Junior League, became involved with the Jacksonville chapter, and upon seeing the dilapidated houses, overgrown yards, and broken-down cars of northwest Jacksonville, immediately decided she needed to help make a difference; and 

WHEREAS, Ms. Paul would help create the first referral hotline for the Junior League, and for her years of dedication and service is the namesake of the Junior League’s Annual Pamela Y. Paul Service Award; and 

WHEREAS, in the 1970s, inspired by a horrific child abuse case,  she co-founded a group to fight child abuse in Jacksonville which led to the creation of the state funded Children’s Crisis Center, the first dedicated child abuse organization in Jacksonville; and 


WHEREAS, in the 1980s Pam Paul served as President of the Florida Center for Children & Youth where she transformed the Tallahassee-focused think tank into a state-wide membership-supported advocacy organization; and 
WHEREAS, Ms. Paul also served as Chair of the Foundation of University of North Florida helping guide the early growth of the university into a high quality, four-year institution, and in 1990 she was both the first woman to Chair the Board of the United Way of Northeast Florida and was the Co-Chair of the Children’s Campaign which partnered with Mayor Ed Austin to pass a ballot initiative to create a child service organization within the City of Jacksonville with a dedicated funding source; and
WHEREAS, beginning in 1991 she served the City of Jacksonville diligently for 12 years during the administrations of Mayor Ed Austin and Mayor John Delaney as Children’s Liaison for a salary of one dollar per year; and 

WHEREAS, in 1994 Pam Paul partnered with Mayor Ed Austin to create the Jacksonville Children’s Commission, establishing an organized independent organization within the city government solely focused on serving the underserved children of our community and investing several hundreds of millions of dollars in children over its more than twenty years in existence, and is therefore affectionately known as the “Mother of the Jacksonville Children’s Commission;” and


WHEREAS, in 2008 she was the Co-Chairwoman of the New Town Success Zone, which was modeled after the successful Harlem Children’s Zone, and was created to provide a multi-year comprehensive community-building initiative to offer wrap-around services to some of the most vulnerable children in our community; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Paul has been recognized by the community for her service of the underserved, especially the underserved children, by many organizations including The University of North Florida Presidential Medallion in 2008; The Girl Scouts Women of Distinction Award in 2008; The Episcopal Children’s Services  Children’s Champion Award in 2009; the Florida Times-Union’s Eve Award in 1982 and 1991 and Eve of the Decade Award in 1999; and the Jacksonville Bar Association’s Liberty Bell Award in 2017; and
WHEREAS, she received the Tillie K. Fowler Award and international Mary W. Harriman Award in 1997 for her outstanding leadership; and

WHEREAS, all those who know and engage with Pam Paul know that she accomplished all these tremendous achievements with passion, grace, charm, and optimism while extolling her most important mantras that to have a lifetime commitment to anything, you have to believe there will be a happy ending, and that you can and should have fun while doing good and serious work to help your community; therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Pamela Y. Paul on the happy occasion of her 80th birthday and extends its very best wishes for continued health and happiness to one of Jacksonville’s most beloved citizens.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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